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We appreciate the comments about the roles religious leaders
can play in promoting or inhibiting vaccination decisions within
their communities. In our focus groups with Christian homeschool-
ing parents, church leaders were not mentioned as people who
influence vaccine decision-making. While it might be possible that
the small sample size hindered this topic from arising, we think
that a more likely explanation is that many white Evangelical
Protestants in the United States see their pastors as authorities
on matters of doctrine but do not consider them to have special
insight about topics not directly addressed in the Bible. Most Evan-
gelical Christian pastors and congregants place a high value on par-
ental authority in the home [1], including the parental right to
make decisions about their children’s education and health.

Although Evangelicals do not expect church leaders be commu-
nity health experts, they do believe that churches have a role in
caring for the health and wellbeing of their communities [2]. We
heartily second the respondents’ call for more research about the
roles religious leaders and faith communities play in supporting
or discouraging vaccination and other health practices.
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